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Construction 17: Book Ill, Proposition 1

To find the centre of a given cir-
cle.
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[11.1:2. Let ABC be the given cir-
cle.

[11.1:4. Let a straight line AB be
drawn through it at random,




The Visual Constructions of Euclid Construction #17 177

I11.1:5. and let it be bisected at the
point D; ([1.10])

GOSUB I.10.
We will follow C#5B, labels are ok. WANTED

Swing AB around A.
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Swing BA around B.

Connect the crossings. Mark the
point, D.

Cleanup.
RETURN to Ill.1 at line 5.
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[11.1:7. from the point D let DC be
drawn at right angles to AB.

([1.11])

NOTE The Vesica Pisces (steps 2,
3,4 above) reproduce C#6 (1.11),

so we already have the wanted ling.

111.1:9. let CE be bisected at F;
([1.10])

GOSUB 1.10 (C#5B) again.

WANTED
C
A D B
E
WANTED
C
®r
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Swing CE around C.

Swing EC around E.
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Connect the crossings, mark the
point, F.
C
Cleanup.
Q.E.F. c
A B
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